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VeM Ed.i;toft, 

Find encto~ed (pttinted oppo~ite) a ~opy 06 a n0W~ 
item pubwhed in mMt AuotJta.lian N0W~papeJl.J.> la..6t 
month. I bec.ame quite in~e~ed on fteading it and 
immediate£y ~c.ttibbled 066 le.tieJl.J.> to the ed.i;toM. 

Maybe it WM a ~Me 06 "me engwh" bung no good, 
the Ed.i;toM fuUlUng Hang GUding, Oft ~ome ~u~h 
thing but it WM neveft pubwhed. So I'm having 
my littte moan among PEOPLE WHO CARE. 

M mOl.>t pilou wilt noti~e the aJtticte ~ quite 
~leading, ~pec.ia.t.ty to people who Qnow littte 
about Hang GUding. It ~ anothett example 06 how 
the media ten~ to futo/tt iling~. Noti~e the 
quote 06 Vft. Gibb~ "go up in the wftong rumate"; 
the emphM~ on the 19 77 nataUti~ ftathett than 
the la~Q 06 many 6a.tJiL[l,.l~ ~in~e; the .ta~Q 06 
futinct10n between 6at~~ in the tliii.ee CUHettent 
MeM 06 u.tttta-Ught 6lying; the ~omp~ab~~en~e 
06 ~omment on the gfteat oftga~ationa.t gai~ that 
The Auo~n Hang Gliding M~oc.iation hM made 
~in~e 1977; and the "god ~omplex" - will I'U be 
bl~~ed! 

Maybe Mme 06 the people who Uve in Me£boUftne 
~ou.td taQe Vft. RUMill Gibb.6 to tMQ ovett ~ 
~ommenU - they c.e.tttainty WCVl.Ilant it. A pe.Mon 
wixh Vft. Gibb.6 qua.tini~atio~ and in hi.6 po~ition 
~hou.td have dttawn hi.6 in60ttmation 6ftOm ~oftftec.t 

Chee.M 
John VunnY A.C.T.H.G.A. 



CJ~e 8dito/lg Wig~ you aQQ a 

'Jjappy SXI~as 
J3 

gabe wid ffiig~ gQyHlg 

u\lew gjealt 
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Aussie Captures 
Masters Gliding 

UNVILLE, N.C. (AP) -
steve Moyes of Sidney, Austral
ia, claimed the $2,101 first-

LINVILLE, N.C. (AP) -

. There was only a ten second 
time difference between • top 
two winners. Moyes ~ 

Steve Moyes of Sydney, Australia, claimed the $2,000 
first place prize in the fifth annual Masters of Hang 
Gliding Championship at Grandfather Mountain on Tuesday. 

Mike Arambide of Ventura, Calif., came in second and 
received a $1,500 prize. Arambide won the competition 
in 1976. 

Both Moyes and Arambide were flying kites designed by 
Moyes' father, Bill, a pioneer in hang gliding design. 
It was the first time Moyes had competed in the event. 
There was only a ten second time difference between the 
top two winners. Moyes finished with a score of 40.66 
and Arambide with 38.66. 

Jeff Scott of North Ridge, Calif., placed third with a 
score of 31.00 and won ¢800. Scott, who is 6 feet 7 inches 
tall, is the tallest of the world-class hang gliders. 
Fourth-place winner was Dave Rodriguez of Draper, Utah, 
the defending champion. Rodriguez won $700. His score 
was 28.33. 

Competition began with a field of 27 pilots. 

CONGRATULATIONS STEVE FROM US ALL 
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Masters Of Hang Glidin~ 

Goes Internation~l , 
~ . 

MASTERS OF,: 
HANG G~IDING 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

SEPTEM8~ 11-16, 1979 

;:~t~~: 
GRANDF~lH~ 
MOPtft~IN 

t-5~'~~' 
GERARD THEVENOT 

FRANCE 

:>. 'C.'" t,·J.~:: (., r .' . 

~.A •. 

MlTSUO NISHINO 
JAPAN 

Hang Gliding champions from five foreign countries and 
two top flyers from the United states begin competition 
here Tuesday in the Masters of Han~ Gliding Championship 
which will run through September 16. 

Th9 Masters of Hang Gliding Championship at Grandfather 
Mountain will have for the first time the top flyers from 
England, France, Australia, Japan and Brazil with the 
possibility also of West Germany. Representing the U.S.A. 
will be three previous winners of the U.S. Nationals and 
three previous winners of the Maxters of Hang Gliding. 
American winners of many other championships in hang gliding 
will fill out the field of 27 invited pilots. 

Among the Americans is Sterling Stoll, highest rating 
comp etitio~ pilot in the U.S.A. in 197B, who was project 



manager of the Gossamer Albatross winner of the $200,000 
Cross Channel co~petition for human po~ered aircraft. 

Foreign hang gliding champions who have accepted 
invitations to the Fifth annual Masters of Hang Gliding 
Championship are Caros Alberto Dourado, Brazil; Steve 
Moyes, Australia; Mitsuo Nishina, Japan; Johnny Carr, 
England; and Gerard Thevenot, France. A good possibility 
remains that Joseph Guggennos of West Germany will be 
able to make travel arrangements to accept the Masters 
invitation. 

Eric Raymond, winner in August of the U.S. Nationals 
and two former Nationals winners Dennis Pagen and Keith 
Nichols will be in the stellar lineup. David Rodriguez 
of Draper, Utah, winner of the 1978 Masters at Grandfather 
Mountain, will be favoured to repeat his victory and 
Tom Pehiny and Mike Arrambide, former Masters winners, 
will also be heavy favourites. 

Several of the outstandinJ flyers have arrived at 
Grandfather Mou ntain in order to practice for the event 
which has probably become the most prestigious of all 
hang gliding championships in the United States. Deadline 
for registration of all competing pilots is 9 p.m. Monday 
with competition set to begin Tuesday. 

Weather permitting, flying will begin at 9:00am and end 
at 5:00pm., Tuesday September 11 through Sunday September 
16. An awards ceremony is set following the finals on 
Sunday. 

AlllakraadonaJ Reid of hallfJ slider piloc" that ill probably th ......... ~~~"Y.'r R~IIf'","'! ': 
bled. in I~" Uni.'oo S!ales Is sel lor Grandfalht' r Mountain thi!! w~k M 11ft. M;" ...... or Han" ' 
Glichng thamplOnsh~p gels undt>r way. Among Ike 27 conlt>slanls ,is Brilish Champion J .. "nny 
Carh French ChampIOn for Ihe pal'l four years Gt>rerd Tht'wnol1h It>gendar)' Auslralian ..... "}' 
Sf",,, Moyt>s lh and top Japant>st· Oyer Milsu .. Nishino. Masltors Champion Dn"id Rodri/-tut'Z of 
o..p..r. Ulah and Eric Raymond. winm'r of th .. U.S. Nalional" lasl lIIonlh in his hon ... ~1"1t> of 
California. will ht'adlint> Iht> lisl of 22 Unilt>.1 Slalt>s hang gli,l.or ,."ols. tI,"hol",:, t., Ht'lIt. 

Gray.. : •. ;'f~ i. ' , ,'-;;-~,~; · , ~:.r':; 
...... . - _ . ..;--". 

5 



6 

by 

George Worthington 

Peter Brown of Australia flew a distance, measured in a 
straight line of 81 miles! The interesting facts about 
his flight are where, when, why and how. 

The flight was flown in the Eastern part of the United 
states. When you consider the recent past history of 
long distance hang gliding flight, this is an astounding 
accomplishment. The present official world distance 
record is 95 miles. It was set in California. California 
has been the site where at least 30 flights over 75 miles 
have been flown in the past four years. The Eastern U.S. 
has had one flight of 53 miles previous to Peter Browns 
flight. The previous record from Sequatchie Valley, 
where Peter took off, was 24 miles. Now here's the 
clincher: in spite of the obviously much greater 
potential for long distance flights in California nd in 
the Southwest part of the U.S., Peter's flight is believed 
to be the longest hang glider flight (including bothe 
the fixed and flex wing categories) made in the WORLD in 
the calendar year 1979. 

The flight was flown at a very unlikely time of year. It 
has long been recognized, by the experts of soaring flight, 
that July is the premier month for thermal activity in 
the U.S. All 14 of the present r~A.I. World Hang Gliding 
Records (including tandem, men's and women's categories) 
were set in July and the 1st 5 days of August. After July, 
the next most likely months, for strong thermals to provide 
a basis for long soaring flight, are June and August. May 
and September are the next most likely. But Peter made 
his flight on October 6, 1979. 



For you experts out there, who really know the recent 
history of soaring flight in the United states, in all 
kinds of soaring vehicles, let me say this: Yes, it is 
true that the present Out-and-Return World Record in 
sailplanes of over 1,000 miles occured in the Appalachian 
Mountains of the Eastern U.S. in the winter months. 
However, ridge lift was the primary source of power. 
And only the powerful, new, expensive sailplanes (with 
very high LID) are capable of crossing the many wide 
gaps in the Appalachian Mountain ridges. Peter used 
some ridge lift, but he primarily used thermal lift. 

Now let's talk about "WHY". Incentive is vital to the 
complex Bnd sophisticated mixture of ingredients which 
combine to produce record flights. The basic 
incentives behind most records are (1) recognition 
and prestige (2) a Certificate of Diploma from the F.A.I. 
telling the whole world that a flight is an official 
WORLD RECORD and (3) money. In peter's case it appears 
that money was the chief incentive. (That's basically 
why all of us toil, isn't it?) Tut Woodruff, a very 
well known hang gliding enthusiast, agreed to pay Peter 
$20.00 per mile, for each mile that he exceeded the 
"existing" Sequatchie Valley record of 24 miles. As you 
can quickly calculate, Peter will get over $1,100.00 for 
his brilliant flight. Peter didn't carry a baraograph, 
and therefore, if he had flown 100 miles, his record 
would not qualify as a F.A.I. World Record. But eleven 
hundred dollars is stimulus enought for a person to do 
his best. 

And finally, let's discuss the HOW. Peter took off in a 
Moyes Maxi at 1:00 p.m. from the relatively difficult 
southwest launch site in the Sequatchie Valley area. The 
take off wasn't normal. Just as he got airborne, a gust 
caught the right wing, lifted it up so that the glider 
was in a sudden, unwanted, 30 degree bank to the left. 
Peter tried to correct. His companions thought he 
would crash. Peter was skillful and lucky. His left 
wingtip cleared some outcropping tocks by only 2 feet. 
Fifteen minutes later, another Australian pilot, who was 
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also airborne watched as Peter was taking a chance being 
so low with no immediately available place to land. He 
decided that it was maybe OK for Peter, but too risky for 
him. So, as you might guess, it wasn't a "Piece of Cake" 
for Peter. He had to sweat, work, and risk. He flGW 
along a ridge in wind conditions of about 18MPH, ceming 
toward the ridge in a fairly perpendicular direction. But 
the going was tough. There were gaps to cross. His 
ground speed averaged cnly 11 miles per hour. Finally, 
after 3 hours and 10 minutes, he covered all the ridge 
available to a pilot flying a rogallo hang glider (the next 
gap was impossibly wide.) He had flown 35 miles. At 
this point, he was high enough to utilize some classic 
soaring conditions. The air was beautifully unstable. It 
contained a great deal of vertical action. Also, there 
was a cloud street overhead, which was oriented in the 
same direction as the wind. Peter turned downwind, and 
climbed up to cloudbase in a thermal. The cloud base 
2+. _~~~ time was 5,500 feet above ground. The terrain, 

~~---
~ from the point where Peter left the ridge and turned 
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downwind, was flat, composed of forests, towns, rivers, 
and a few farm fields. Peter's altitude for the 60 mile 
"dash" downwind, varied from about 3,000 feet above ground, 
to 5,500 feet at cloud base. There were periods of up to 
10 minutes at a time when he could fly straight ahead with 
a very slight loss of altitude and sometimes no loss at 
all. These are the conditions we all dream about. Peter 
flew the 60 mile "second leg" of his journey in two hours 
averaging 30 miles per hour. About half of this time 
was spent thermalling (circling in lift). Finally at 
5:10 Peter was forced to land. The great lift conditions 
"just" suddenly ended and he could continue no further. 

Now a word about the "man". Peter is 27. He comes from 
New South Wales in Australia. In 1978 he placed 4th in 
the Australian National Championships. In 1979 he took 
8th (in a field of 55 expert cross-country pilots) in 
the Cross Country Classic. Also i" 1975, he piaced "i st in 
the La Chens Cross Country Meet. rranc&c Pete~ holds 
the Grandfather Mountain, North Carolina, distance record 
of 27.7 miles. He flies a black Moyes Maxi Mark III which 
friends have nicknamed "The BlackOeath". And finally, 



Peter is doing very well in helping his Australian team 
to place first, (after 3 rounds - about 1/3 throug h the 
Cup as this articles goes to press) in the American 
Cup at Air Space Flight Park, Dade County, Georgia. 

ROGALLO POWERED FLIGHT! 

Writ. for .n ",for.Won Itr,d ..... 

ULTRA LIGHT FLYING MACHINES 

v •.• ~f.1 po_ pICk .nit II. b_ d ••• lopod fo, III. Ragollo 
The IDirmut,r PP·l08 il • compl.t.ly bal.nead POWl' PIck thll Cln lift 
III ..... g. pilol to .~itud. " 0 ... 200 f.p.m.1 

TIIo eng'''' i •• 2"',ok. 1 0 h.p. Chry.I". Til. mufti .. ;, lightw.iglrl 
.Iumintum conltrKttoA .nd is delign,d for thl Chryst" ttlginl. Tht tuet 
link his • 4 pint tlp.clty whtch giy" .pprn 20 min. climb 
.ndurane.. The dnv. ,tduction is .ccomplishld with racing type chlin 
.nd .prOChll. Thl driv, theft is of dtmm-molly _"I Ind it is IUpporttd 
by 4 lu~d bill b.ring. inJid. In aluminium tub • . Th. IIjl skid is 
mount.d to thl drive shift houling tub. Ind d designed to plrk thl 1I:r1. 
(.11 drlwsng}, .nd to protltt th. prop during I.hoff .nd IInding 

The prop.II" is of fibrlgl.1I r.inforctd p'nttc (FRP) construction which 
II .lItr.mtly Wght .nd thin tor low drlg .nd low ~flCtor TIM I.il mounting 
IS .dIUII.blt for diff.r.nt kI,1 tubs lengths .nd II .quipp.d with two 
rubb.r shock .b,orb.fS limil. r to th. front mounting 

Oth.r 'utur.s Includl front IOd blCk IWIg.d "f.ty tabl,s; '"gm, kill 
bunon; mouth / hind ttuonl. control: .nd .n .dtult.bl, mounting brlck,t 
fo r prone or lUpin. flight 

ULTRALIGHT FLYING MACHINES 
P.O. BOX 182, NORTH BALWYN, VICTORIA 31 04 

9 



PRIZE 

2 Vld PRIZE 

PAUL TANNER, 

1/10 Flo~enQe Ave., 
NORTH CLAYTON. VICTORIA. 3168. 

R.A. JONGEDYK (M/S~p No.63018) 

9 BundaJta. Clo.6 e, 
ALBANY. We.6:t~n AU.6~aL<..a. 6330. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU BOTH AND MANY THANKS TO ALL 
THE OTHER MEMBERS WHO ENTERED ••••• An addition :to :the 
6-<.Jt.6:t pJUze .u., :the book. "Hang Gliding" aUo donated 
by 

U.F.M. - O~ .6~nQ~e :thank..6. 

WatQh 60~ :the nex;t Qonte.6:t in a Qouple 06 montM time. 

Jack Freeman at 90 degree over "TH£:. SLUG" 0hoto: Alan 
Daniel. 



Not only do they have the b~t 6lye~ 

(-60 they -6ay) bLd -6ome decii..c.ated WOJtR~ in 

Bap Romano and h.£-6 c.JtW - The Bu.6h TelegJtaph 

wh.£-6peJt .£-6 a "FIRST-EVER" meeting wah JtepJt~entaUv~ 

6Jtom Hang GUcii..ng, The VepaJttmeYLt 06 TJtaf1-6poJtt and 

The Royal AlMtJtwan MJt FOJtc.e. ABSOLUTELY SUPER. 

Wah a good deal on GOOV MANAGEMENT 

the nLdWte look.-6 veJty good indeed 60Jt the -6poJtt in 

QUEENS LANV. A paid admi..vt.£-6tJtatoJt w{.U be the 

next -6tep in 1980. Ab-6olutely amazing what 

I heJte nJtom people who Me in the Rnow. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU ALL 
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T.A.H.G.A. , 
Box 4 Holme Building, 
Sydney University, 2006, 
New South Wales. 

DECEMBER REPORT TO THE MEMBERS 

More of the Same 
TAHGA acticities throughout November were fairly 

quiet. The Secretaryahd Federal Safety Co-ordinator 
were both in the United States visiting their families. 
Bill Moyes and his group returned from their world 

.,~- - tour and no doubt we will soon be seeing some articles 
in Skysailor about their adventures. Most of our 
activity was concerned with ongoing items: finalising 
details of insurance, the Manual, renewals and so on. 
Marsha has explained these things in great detail in 
previous reports and I can only say that everything is 
slowly coming together. We will have our insurance 
finalised by January I and the Manual should be sent 
out by the end of January, barring any mishaps. 
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You should already have received renewal slips and 
it's important that you renew as soon as possible. 
TAHGA will have to cough up about $12,000.00 on 
January I for our insurance policy and we,won't have it 
unless you, the ordinary member, renew NOW! If we 
don't have the money, you won't have the policy. 

The Treasurer has a rave -- -----
Since I have already said that Marsha is away, 

you may have been wondering who was doing this report. 
It is in fact the Treasurer and this is just to convince 
you once and for all that I do exist. I still get the 
occasional letter addressed to do "Dear Whoever". I 
also keep the computer lists up to date and it seems to 
me that many members are still a bit uncertain of how 



the hierarchy works. If you have any enquiry about 
your membership whether it be ratings, change of 
address or whatever, then you should write to your 
State secretary. If you are not getting your Skysailor 
then you should still write to your State secretary. 
Ideally, you should never have to write to the Editor 
because any material you want published should go 
through your State editor. In practice, I believe that 
Trish will accept material sent in from members. There 
is absolutely no point in writing to Trish if you are 
not getting the magazine. If you are not getting 
Skysailor then it is because! am not printing a label 
for you, and if I am not printing a label for you then 
it is because your State secretary has not told me 
about you. Every new member I receive goes onto the 
list immediately and will get the next issue of 
Skysailor. So, if you are reading this over someone's 
shoulder or had to wait a week to borrow it then 
complain now, very loudly, to your State secretary! 
If you receive your magazine but know of people who 
don't then tell them what they should do. The dark 
side of this is that if you are not getting Skysailor 
then that means that TAHGA doesn't know that you are a 
member and if TAHGA doesn't know that you are a member 
then '~'AHGA doesn't know that you are insured which 
could hold up any claim that you might want to make. 
TAHGA has no control over the activities of the States 
and it is the States that control your membership 
details so they are the people you should approach if 
things are not O.K. 

Next month Marsha'll be back in harness and I'll 
be certainly glad to give up her job! 

Good flying! 
Dennis Glen White II, 
Treasurer. 

SEND IN YOUR RENEWAL FORM NOW!! 
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K en GlUe v e/.J WfI.A--te/.J ••••••• 

" I am at the moment :tJc..y-<-ng to ~ ec.Wte 

a ~po~ott.. 6ott.. a Nmonal Compe~on, at StanweU, 

to be he.td eaJt..ly next yeM. 

T~ c.omp~on ~ -<-n the PIPELINE. 

The tMiu and 60Junat will be along ~~ Un~ 
to the 60Junula I have evolved 6ott.. the N.S.W. 
State T .£ile.6 at Bytt..on Bay ovett.. the iMt thtt..ee 
yeaM. 

WE LOOK FORWARV TO HEARING MORE 
IN JANUARY SKYSAILOR KEN. 

MANY THANKS. 



FOR PILOTS ONLY 
"WANKER.., T -WASHOUT" hav-ing JLe.c.uved -60 many 

qu.e-6tioM, ~ hav-ing ertJteme d-<-6Mc.ulty -in 
-6 to JL-in 9 an d -6 0 wn 9 th e. maA.£ • 

The 60llow-ing ~ to ent-<-ghten you. all 
~nd c.ome-6 e-6peually -in the fJe-6tive month 
.{.n 

OUR EXCLUSIVE 

WARNING- - BEFORE OPENING 

YOUR CONCENTRATION TO APPRECIATE THE SECTION 
IS VITAL. Although not qu-<-;te a-6 exc.-<-ting a-6 
a 'MLtc.heU CalendM', -it -6hould appeal to 
:the bcu.{ c. ,tV1-6tiVlC.U (I!1 all pLf oU . 
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Basic HcCreadv Speed RinG Flving 

In the e,u·ly days of cross country gliding, it was · thought tJ:at 
in order to achieve the best average cross country speed one shoUld 
fly between thermals at the best glide <.Ingle speed. (lox LID spec-d). 

The s)~tem of speed flying invented by Dr .Paul HcCready Jnr. 
(World Champion; 1956) proved this to be . incorrect. The NcCreody 
system ass UITK'S that a c ross country flight consists of 0 series of 
clin·/)s in thermols and the glides bct-ween them. NcCready calculated 
that as the theJmal strength increased, it poid to fly faster than 
best glid" anele speed bntween thermals and thot the glider should 01. 

be flown at vest glide ongle speed if it was thought that no more 
thermals would be encountered. This speed would give maximum rance . . 

lie pro .... ed that for every thernnl strength thel"e is an optimum 
speed to fly bet-ween thermals. 

If a graph is drawn for poch rate of clinn, plotting ave:rogc SJ"" 
against inter-thermal speed, then 0 series of · curves is produced as 
in Fig. 1. I 

A.\I~ 
c.R.t.$S Co "oJ."t"A..'i 4¢~L,~-+:=~=:±:-+-+--'-t 

$fE:C-i) 

(~OTS) ~l-4-=~~k:-+-+--t...=:....-t 

"C-{ PLeA<.. SCIWPMO lo +--:b;4*=::t--+-+"':=:"'F~, 
CU\$S \' aFoRtI\I\t>JL£. 

'0 ~-~-+--~-+--~-~~~+ 
~\~i. 

- -- -----. - . - - ' 
The p~ak of each curve eives the optimum cruising speed betwpen 

thermals for each thelmal strength. Note how strong the influence 01 
the rate of clim~ is on <.Iverage cross country speed. ~ote also the 
large difference in average speed achie .... ed, particularly with the 
highur clirrL :rates, between best LID speed and the optimum cruisinG 
speed. 
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The important basic assumption of thp system is that there will 
be a next thermal. The cruisinG speed is the optimum for the NEn
theI'mal. , Obviously. theH' is a certain amount of guess work he~ 
llowever, if conditions arc fairly uniform it is valid to assume th.,t 
the next therm'll stre~th will be similar to the last one. If the 
resu] ts of tt10se calculations al'e going to be of any practical usc to 
the pilot, th0Y must be put into the form of a calculator which is e,,~'f 

to usc in fl~Ght. The most cOllvenient form is the HcCready Fling willer
is attached to the circumference of the vario!TCter. as in Fig. 2, ar.,1 
can be rotated by th~ pilot. 

On the ring is an index markor (which normally has the minimum 
sink speed marlwd) and a series of speeds, the spacing of ,~hich is 
determined by the performance lift/sink curve of the particular 
sailplane in which it is to be used. 

To uso tho rinG, the index markor should be set on the estinated 
average rate of climb in the ~ thermal, Bud ,the glider should be 
flown at the sp£>ed in<.licated by the variometer needle. As the noedle 
fluctuates. the speed must be varied also. Nott:' that as the rate of 
sink increases, one mus t :! ly faster; and as the rate of B ink decruases 
a slower speed is required. If the vario needle goes up higher than 
the index. then the thermal should be used. 

Some rnodel'n electronic variollnters ,can combine the HcCroady 
system and the variorrcter. The indicator needle shows zero when the 
sailplane is flown at tho optimum !-lcCready :speed. Thus, illstead of 
looking at two instrumants, tha pilot only needs to use ono. With 
a built in audio, the pilot doos not have to watch these ir.struments 
at all. 

When ono is getting low on a flight (2,000 ft), tho ring setting 
should be reduced to zero to give maximum range. 

Remember that tile ring settine is based on actual rates of climb 
not the best reading indicated on the variomater. 

Flates of climb can be timed using a stopwatch and tho altirmter 
and if conditions aro consistent this can be a euide for the ri~ 
setting. 

It is much bctt'er to be slightly pessimistic when setting the 
ring_ Te bo optimistic is to fly too fast and arrivo at the next 
thermal too low to be able to catch it and hanco, land out. ! 

17 



~UIPMENT At..'D PREPARATION FOR CROSS COUNTRY 

Preparation 

~~en intending longer flights, soma attontion should be taken 
to ensure bodily comfort. ·Hany n pilot has como down due to discomfort, 
cold, heat, lack of water, : too much water (inside) and so on. 

Ensure you have adequate and comfortable cushioning, suitable 
clothing and shoes (don'·t forget you 'may have to walk SOlID distance). 
A good hat and sunglasses are essential. Polaroids may help to see 
the dust columns better. 

Take sorno wate r, at least enough to wet the mouth now and then. 
Use a container that will allow you to get it out \oIithout spilling it 
all. It is just as well to have two litres in a separate container 
for use should you land out and have a lengthy walk or wait. 

Food is a matter of choice. Easy to eat items like apples are 
useful. 

, 
~~ke sure you use sunburn cream or other protection, particularly 

on the face, arms and. . legs • 

'. , 

EguiplOOnt 

Check the tie downs are' adequate and are s towed securely in the 
sailplane, There should be three pegs, three ropes and a hammer, 
minimum, all wrapped in a container, Some sailplanes have special 
tie-do\~n and de -riggirl{; equipment, 50 check these are in the sailplane 
(not tie-down kit) as well. 

IlIst::lInatic cameras are quite reliable and easy to use, but if YOl 

have other can~ras it is just as well to take them too. Be sure it is 
possible to usc thelll without fouling controls or losing them overboard 

WAC (1:1,000,000) and Survey (1:250,000) charts are normally 
used. Have the ones you require marked for the route. The re are no 
suitable sectional (1:500,000) charts availablo in Australia. 

Glido calculators are available. If you ~lan to use one have 
a practice session hefore you go. 

You will also need to have the phone numbe:.; to ring written dowll. 
Your map is a good place for that and other notes. Also havo ch2n~ 
for the phone call. If you plan to use your car as a retrievo .... ehicle 
mal{e sure (doubly) the keys are in it, not in your pocket, and it is 
properly organised. 

Retrieves have been knm~n to take \oIell-in-t-o-the night, even for 
short distances, 50 take a pullover or extra clothing. 

Before any cross country thE' pilot should ensure he knows the 
essentials of de:rieging the typo. It is worth doing a -:heckover when 
doing the daily inspection or a special session the night before to 
make sure of the correct sequence for dorigging .and trailering. It is 
easy to danagc sailplanes through ignorance and foolish to lose the 
next days flyinc repairing avoidable damage. 
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OUTIANDINGS AN> RETRIEVES 

Should it look like you may have to outland, have Beveral fields 
picked out boforo you get too low. From 2,000 feet you should have 
two or thxe& possiblo choices. 

If you are crossing an 'irrigated or timbered area ' ensure you 
have enough .hoight to glide ~lear with 2,000 ft or more to spare. 

When low, you can search tho greatest area by flying crosswind. 
Thus you should position upw'ind of a suitablo area and thorouchly 
inspect the fiold(s), while still searching for a saving thermal. If 
it is weak you can stay with' it for 50100 tiroo and be suitably positionecl 
for landing if nocossary • 

• 0 . ~ 

As loIith most aspects of ' flying, it pays to be systollDtic in 
cheoking out a fie,ld. Hany pilots use the 4S system:-

~, surface; ~, surroundings. 

After landing, tic the sailplane down before leavine it. Thus 
if there are any ·delays in getting back to it, you can be confiuent 
it will be secure. 

Remomber, you are an un~nvited trespasser, 50 treat the farnpr 
with )·espcct. Usually', he is only too helpful and treai,. pilots 
royally and we would like to ' keep it that way. Country phone calls 
arc expensive, so offer to ~ay for the call. If you havu landed in a 
crop, discuss it rrankly with ihe farroor and probably he will not bo 
difficult about it. 

When phoning in, get the farnIJr '5 nalUe and phone number, as well 
as clear details of your location and any instructions needed to get 
there, before you lift the phone. I1elllencer, the person taking the IOOSS;lSI:!. 

will probably not be on the retrieve crew, so keRp the instructions 
si mple • 

In the South Australian Complete Fire ' Ban period (November - February) 
the tug oxhaust is a high f ire risk hazard and the field will need ttl 
be practically bare of vegetation. 
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TACTICS ' FOn" TASK FLYING 

Tactics are ruethods , wo', omploy to hp.lp us achievo a bottor 
performanco. Naturally those methods val'y according to tho type of 
fliCht we are undertaking" , For instatJCo, a pilot attomptillg a speed 
record will accept a~ greater ,, :risk of outlanding as the price for 
achi~ving a higher' cross-country speed. On most other flights, a 
certain amount of speed can, be sacrificed in order to 'play safe'. 
Some tasks and relevant tactics are dealt with below • 

DURATION (5 llOurs) . ! 
: ' 

Unloss tho' distance task is being attempted on the salOO flisht, 
tako the full permitted launch height of 1,000 metres (J,280 f1;). 
Be sure to be ready ior launch early - although lift sometimes 
continues until dark, it is better to count on thermals finishing at 
least an hour earlier. In fact, if at all possible, start your flight 
as soon as reasonable thermal activity is indicatcrd. 

In a straightout duration flight, any strength lift may be 
accepted - even zero sin], is 'better than landing. In between thermals 
flying to a zoro }!eCready ring setting is recomnnnded in order to 
reach the next thermal at tho maximum height. If you are cotting low, 
it may pay to look f or th~rmal sources. I,eoping wi thin rango of 
landil~ fields, work crosswind until you strike a thermal, or 
turbulence, then turn dowmdlld - this will cover the maximum aroa. 
Unless you want to land, !\EVER turn in sink or fly back through the 
SalOO sinking air ypu havo just been throughl 
/-

One rulo basic to all task flights is to be prepared. Do your 
groundwork well and your clw.nces of succe'ss are higher. 

Have a look at the met report before strapping your aircraft on. 
Hako out a flight plan and check that your flight is possiblo. So 
you desperately want your Dlamolld Distance, but there arc only three 
hours of decent soaring indicated; modify your plar~: go around a 
shorter triangle. That way you should avoid a retrievo and will have 
achieved sOI~ething worttn/hilo. 

FLIGHTS TO A GOAL - including closed circuit tasks. 

Plan the best possible task, bearing in mind the limitations 
sot by wind strength and direction and in which aroa the bost . 
soaring conditions are likely to ,be encounterod. 

Chock the planned distance carefully, as there are launch height 
limitations imposed by the F;A.I. 

I 
Once . on ,tra,ck, stick close to course and do not wander aimlessly 

from cloud to cloud chas~ng Iconditionsl. I I I 

d) 
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Valid roasons for deviating from course:-

A cross-wind - mako a conscious effort to keep upwind of track. 
Cloud or thermal streets - almost always worth deviating for. 
A thundorstorm or clagged weather ahead - make your decision 
early to gO around. 
An area of water or irrigated land on course. Always track 
upwind of these areas whero possible. 



0) Distinctly bettcr conditiol~ within a few miles of course. Do 
not keep changing your mind with every fat cumulus you see formil13 
When in doubt, stay on course. 

1) You are very low and looking for a thermal source. ,_ 

Whon contemplating deviating from track, weigh up the possible 
gain in average speed against the loss of time involved in getting 
to your goal via tho long way around. _ 

Do , constantly on tho lookout for changes in conditions - not 
only in torms of the pnth you fly. You will remcmbAr that you should 
sot your HcCro~Hly ring on your avorage clini> in the next therrrnl'
always a diff~cult task but impossible if you don't look ahoad. J 

VARIATIONS FOR RECORD FLYING 

Distance Tasks: In actual ' fact, thore is little distinction between 
a speed task and a distance 'task. Essentially it boils down 100:
Take a launch and head off ' o,n track as soon as there i'.l enough lift 
to stay up; it goes without ~aying that you will still be floatinG 
along on course stretching your glide after the last thermal of the 
day has died (providing all goos well). 

Apart f ] ' 001 that, dis tance flying should be treated much tho 
salOO as competition spe ed flying - stay up at all costs. but achieve 
the fastest cross country spoed possible. SPEED ~reANS DISTA~~E. 

Speed Tasks: The thing thnt sets speed record tasl<s apart f rom all 
other flights (apart from the red tape) is the basic philosophy. 
Only on these flights is it worth taking bit chances in terms of 
landing out _ With tho high spee~s at which existing records stand. , 
the pilot has to be prepared to reject all but the best lift. If 
he does not find it as a reasonablo height, he must be prepared to 
fly on until good lift is contacted or he has to land. It is useless 
to be wishy-washy about this - poor lift has a disastrous effect on 
speed and nothing can recover time already lost. 

Before going across the lino in a speed record attempt, sample 
the lift, preferably on track. It is to your obvious advantage if 
you have a good thermal lined up immediately after you start. Also, 
sampling will give you an accura~o Y~Cready rine setting. , 

A word of warning: Do bone up on your F.A.I. Sporting Code before 
attempting ei ther badge or record flights. It can be very 
frustrating to successfully complete a difficult flight and have it 
all di~allowed beca'use the paperwork wasn't completely in order. or 
the ~r~angle failed to mnet F.A.I. percentage requirements. Generall~ 
8peaking, tho requirements of decl ... rations, tug pilot '5 statelOOJlt and 
other paperwork required for record atteilipts. takes a bit of 50rting 
out - so it pays to orga"is~ this before the day of tho attempt. 
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I Whore The Host Gains Are 

In all the various tochniquos that we apply to cross country 
flyine, somo are of a greateI: importance than others and henco we 
should cOllcentrate most on developine those skills and expanding our 
knowl e dge in the ones that have the most to offor. 

There are two very basic skills ,which are of the utmost importane 

1 . Thenna lline;: If we ca'nnot do this woll than it is autolllatic thal 
wo will be slow. A simple study of the average speeds obtainable 
using the HcCready System shows that improving the achieved climl. 
by 1 knot imp)'oves the average speed by 8 - 10 k.p.h. in the 
3 - I, knot thermal range. Almost no other technique we can appl) 
can make as g)'eat an improvement as that. \,'e lDuSt always practil 
and work to improving our bas1c thernolling skills. 

2. NaviGation: This is critical. No amount of speed or skill can 
overcollle the p1"001em of going to the wrong turn point. We do n01 
have to know precisely where we are all the time, but we must be 
sufficiently skilled t 'o be aule to fly sufficiently close to 
track to avoid flyine too for, ox if a diversion is mado for 
better thermal cOJ1(Htions, ensure it is not too expensive in 
extra distance covered. ' Also, "I-!e must be able to map read well 
enough to identify the, turn points of completely new. tonitory. 

Tho other areas aro less , critical to the overall perforlIDnce, but 
if 1. and 2. are of a reasonable order each can improve th9 overall 
result by 10 - 20%. 

3. ~!cCrcady Systcm: Iiy understanding and applying the }1c:Crendy Syst. 
con:c:ctly, 0110 must achieve a rcasonab13 fast time. The penaltic 
for getting it 'Hong, that is being more than 2 knots out in rill€ 
setting, are not more than 4~. Being further out gives a hieher 
penalty. Using a zero sottine when 2 knots would have been corre 
carries a 12% penalty and is proportionately greatl3r as the lift 
increases. 

Helmu1; Jlcichmann developed the following table based on an ASWl5 

po :rfo rrnance. 

Correct Wrong, K.P.H. K.P.H. ~ 
JU~ Settin~ Settins: Avcrago penaltr Penaltr 

2 kts 0 52 1 12 

" 57 2 3.5 

59 k.p.h. 6 55 It 1 

8 52 1 , 12 

It kh 2 18 , '.5 
0 67 14 11 

81 k.p.h. 6 80 1 1 

8 78 , '.5 
> 

6 kts 4 94 1 1 

2 89 6 6 

95 )c.p.h. 0 1) , 22 ".2' 
94 .5 0.5 o " 22 8 .~ 
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8. kts 6 105 1 1 

It 10) ) ) 

96 10 9 
106 k.p.h. 2 

0 77 39 ~7 

It. Tactics: Applying tactics appropriate to tho task can give gain: 
of up to 5~ in tine. The basic task tactics should always be 
borrle in mind. Failuro to apply them can BOlIDtillcS be catastropl 
to the ~hole flight. ' 

5. Choice of Route: This area overlaps into tactics a·nd some may 
argue that it is just a part of tactics. However. I liko to thh. 
of it as a separate area. It involves nnteorological navisation 
learning whore the thormals are likely to bo either from clouds 
or groulld indications and using them as a guide. Some background 
study of ecology and any relationship different soils have to 
thermal production may be useful also. This is an area where 
Australian pilots (evon the leading ones) lae behind our European 
pilots and we have much to learn in this field. It also involvns 
lookillG ahead and keeping track, visually and on the Tadio, of tl'11 

other Sailplanes. Other pilots with local knowledge can be a 
great assistance (sometinns involuntarily) in avoiding poor 
the rmal areas. 

One way of treating them collectively i5:-
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LETIERS - TO 11£ ED! Tat 

Dear Editor, 

With the results you have achieved in the new SKYSAILOR 
format it is only fair I do my bit! 

I started Hang Gliding in April 1978 at about the time 
when all easterly wind ceased in the local area and the 
westerly winds began putting the brakes on any hopes of 
learning quickly. Not to be daunted we went in search 
of westerly sites and found one which was an old volcanic 
crater - rough, rocky, steep and facing sundown. 
Unfortunately we pushed a little too hard and crashed 
on a breathless afternoon due to the classic causes; 

1. Tired - it had been a long day. 
2. Going against better judgement. 
3. Trying to advance too quickly and trying to fly 

prone. 

As luck had it only a few sprained ankles were the result. 
The next flight after recuperation was the first soaring 
flight of 20 minutes on ridge lift on an easterly!! site. 
That was in August 1978. In September I took a job as 
a pilot on a cattle station on the Coopers Creek in the 
South-West of queensland. They use the aircraft for 
mustering cattle there, and although it took a long while 
to be any use it was the most satisfying powered flying 
I have ever experien .~ed - even:to MOp dU6.t{.ng. 
The c.oun.:tJty i..-6 ve!Uj nla:t - no poweft UnM and .6ome ho:t 
Mea..6 nolt- hang gUcUng, I n eel. I:t was .6Uu.a:ted 0 n :the 
edge On :the de.6eJt:t c.ou.n:tJty and :the pO.6.6-tbilily On M-ying 
:the endle-6.6 .6andunM :theJte -.6-eem.6 6 eMible. 

Pftobably :the mO.6t enviable bJ../td UVe.6 th~e - the 60Jtk 
tailed We. The.6e guy.6 held my attention 60ft days, and 
.6eem to love nlying .60 muc.h they even eat on the wing. They 
Me both theJtmw {J've paMed them at 2,000' A.G.L.l and 
ftidge UM onn bu,UcUng.6, ftiveJt 6ank-6, tJtee.6, and anythin.g 
we that J...6 vaguely po-inting up! 



They ~eem to 61y ~lo~e~ to the g~ound than mo~t oth~ 
b..btci6 who U6e ~oaJU.ng M the..bt main mo:tivo.;t.[on, and I 
~an't help thinRing tho~e wing :tip~ have a lot to do with 
the..bt low and ~low 6light ~tab~y. I 60und my~e16 ve~y 
jealoU6 06 the..bt mob~y ~pe~ally the..bt ab~y to 
601d the..bt wing~ up in any ~ ev~e tMbulan~e. Su~h ~ li6e 
to be bo~n with a b..btd b~n! I've. been futMded! 

Now l' m· badz. .,. (Mowd~OM J . and am amazed at how you've 
~e.ally done. big thing~ in. ~uc.h a ~hou :time! Howev~, 
havin.g ~ pe.nt ~ 0 mu~h :time away I ~tMt again. M I have 
n.o ~n.g~ an.d thU6 100R. at thin.g~ with begin.n.eM ey~. A6 
a begin.n.~ I don.'t R.n.ow wh~e to go - I have a I?ite 
an.d am bU6:tin.g to ~y d out, th~e Me n.o ~ub~ in. town., 
I don.' t R.n.ow an.y ~it~ ~o it ~ ~e won.d~ I head 60~ 
a hill - but you R.n.ow all that. So - do you thin.R. maybe 
you ~ould p~nt all 61yin.g ~it~ - the..bt ~equ..ur.ed ~n.g~ 
an.d maybe a 6ew n.am~ 06 people to ~ontad 60~ ea~h ~ite. 
Now that' ~ a p~e.tty tall o~d~ I R.n.ow but ~eally La v~y 
valuable in.6o~mo.;t.[on 60~ a begin.n.~ an.d will ~Mely ~ave 
in.~denU M mention.ed at the begin.Mn.g 06 t~ ~hou le.tt~ 

Could you ~o put a n.umb~n.g ~y~tem on. SR.y~ailo~ ~ov~ 
6o~ 6utMe ~e6~en.~e/ G~eat WO~R. - ~:ti~R. with d. 

Thw aU. B..btd B~n.. 

Edilo~ n.ote - B..btd B~n. in.deed - i6 you would liR.e to 
wWe to me again. ~ :time en.~o~in.g ad~~~ 6o~ ~el6 
I will gladly ~e.n.d the in.6o~a:tion. you have ~equ~ted o~ 
d..ur.ed you to ~omeon.e who will ~upply it. A6 I don.'t R.n.ow 
what State you live in. I' U await YOM "n.ex;t" le.tte~. 
Than~ 60~ w~n.g. Tilih) 
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GRANDFATHER MOUNTAIN U.S.A. 
DIRECTOR OF INFORMATION: Harris Prevost 
Linville, NC 28646 

September 14, 1979 

PETER "THE BLACK DEATH" BROWN SETS HANG GLIDER DISTANCE 
RECORD. 

GRANDFATHER MOUNTAIN, N.C. 

Peter Brown is a 27 year-old member of the Australian 
hang gliding team who came to the Masters of Hang Gliding 
Championship as a spectator, and while here he broke the 
North Carolina cross country hang gliding record by 
flying 27.7 miles from Grandfather Mountain to a point 
on U.S. 221 five miles north of Marion, N.C. 

Known to his hang gliding associates as "The Black Death" 
because of his ability to out-fly competitors in marginal 
conditions when it is difficult to remain aloft, Brown's 
nickname is made even more appropriate by reason of a dark 
beard and his flying an ominous looking black glider. 

Grandfather's and North Carolina's previous distance 
record of 24.1 miles was set in 1976 by Joe Foster, who 
flew from the mountain to a point on U.S. 421 at the 
Wade Harris Bridge midway between Boone and North 
Wilkesboro. Foster is an official for the Masters of 
Hang Gliding Championship, serving as Launch Qirector. 

On his record flight Brown flew many miles further than 
the point to point distance for which h3 is credited. He 
soared around Grandfather for over an hour and then 
headed out for another two hours in a southerly direction 
which took him over the Spruce Pine Airport, Table Rock 
Mountain, and nearly to Mount Mitchell before landing 
across the road from an Exxon station five miles north 
of Marion. 

Peter Brow~'s home in Australia is a resort named 
Pacific Palms, which is situated on high cliffs above 
the ocean which lend themselves to hang gliding. Brow~ 

has more than 1,000 hours of hang gliding air time, a 
fact that is impressive to most hang glider pilots. His 
glider is a Moyes Maxi III. 



I I 
I 

In flying from Grandfather Mountain to Marion , Brown 
reached 8,000 feet abova sea level, which is also 
approximately 2,700 feet above the launch site on the 
mountain. Cloud base on that day was at 7,000 feet, 
so when he flew in the direction of Marion Brown was 
maintaining an altitude approximately 1,000 feet higher 
than the base of the clouds. Earlier Brown flew 
70 miles cross country at Bishop, California. 

Brown is the second person in little more than a month 
to set a new hang gliding record at Grandfather Mountain. 
Brown's record was for distance, and a new record for 
endurance of 8 hours 53 minutes was set by Robert 
Crowell August 4. Crow9l1 was seriously injured a few 
days later, but is now out of the hospital and expected 
to view the finals of the Masters of Hang Gliding this 
week. 
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DON'T BE DOWN & OUT 
F'IT A PA CHUTE 

2 MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM 

NEW COMPACT BACK UP CHUTE 

• Pull up flap 
• Twin profile (less than a matchbox thick) 
• Canopy packs in throwaway bag 
• '$310. Sewing onto harness $5 

, 

. 
PA 's BACK UP CHUTE 

FOR ECONOMY PA's,CHUTE 

• 24' 5000lb Cat Canopy 
• Free fall deployment with positive mouth 

closure to clear kite 
• $217. Sewing onto harness $5.00 

PARACHUTES AUSTRALIA PTY LTD 
407 Kent Street, Sydney (02).29 6441 





by Kieran Tapsel 
Stanwell Park Hang 

Gliding Club 
19 Stanwell Ave., 
STANWELL PARK. 2509. 

For the benefit of those intrepid and constant 
interstate pilgrims who consider Stanwell Park to be the 
Mecca of Australian Hang Gliding, we now have a full year's 
statistics of flying days here. This may be of some 
assistance to those who have to plan their trips well 
ahead. Of course there is no promise that the next 12 
months will be the same. 

In so far as a pattern does emerge, it would appear that 
the best months are from November through until May (which 
is to state the obvious). During that time the winds 
were favourable nearly every second day on average. 

Throughout the year, the total number of days in which 
flying took place was 134, which is a little over 1 in 
3 days. The total number of hours during which flying 
took place was 683, making an average of 5 hours for each 
flying day. 

The total number of kites was 2169. As I mentioned in 
a previous letter, I counted only a total number for 
each day, so that is a minimum number. My enquiries 
from those who kept accurate log books indicate that the 
average time in the air per flying day is about 1.5 hours. 
If that figure is an accurate estimate of everyone's 
flying habits, we would have amassed over 3,000 flying 
hours here in the last 12 months. 

The average number of kites operating from the hill was 
16. December was by far the most popular month with an 
average of 22 per flying day. The 16th December 1978 was 
the biggest day with 59 kites - 36 of which on one 
occasion were in the air at the one time. 
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For t ho se who want more details, this table may assist. 

No.of No. of 
Days. Hours Kites. 

January 13 74 257 
February 13 63 706 
March 16 79 196 
April 13 50 177 
May 12 58 128 
June 6 13 71 
July 11 65 197 
August 7 37 88 
September 8 40 140 
October 6 32 97 
November 11 59 213 
December 18 113 399 
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A.C.T.R.G.A. 
Au~st, 1979. 
Edl.tor: John DJffy 

A.C.T, 
HANG GLI 01 N G 

ASSOCIATION 

QUOTE: "See how both the gulls ,and gliders 

I 

- -. Oarve for themselves invisible statues of freedom 
With the chisel-blades of their wings 
In the- l~tless~paoes of air" 

Jim Reeves -

EDITORIAL 
• . j 

I feel a sense of admiration imdkinship for Trish and 
all those other dedicated souls · who have taken on the 
job of editor. It really is hard to get your own 
writing hand ;into gear ;vithout!trying to . stir up the 
enthusiasm of all y~ur friendly minions who are 
clamouring for new whilst at the same time busily 
ducking you+ icy stare when it comes the time to request 
volunteers to write articles (what happened to rIf1 . 
committee's once-a-month article?) 

. -I must admit that go~g into print nationally does tend 
to I'omevhat stifle 'one's style (I think that's what . 
it's called!). Perhaps it is felt that little tid-bits 
of· "info" wouldn't interest people in other states. I 
have noticed that some 'of the other st~te magazines 
tend to lack ' some ·.of the "body-II that I seem to 'remember 
in previous years when I vas busily plagiarizing their 
magazines for..my 11 ttle news sheet4 
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Oh well, you'll just have to put up vi th us in the 
A.C.T . Most Canberrans tend to blow up minor incidents 
into major news. But you can take consolation in the 
fact that it doesn't take much effort to keep turning 
the page if it gets too boring. 

.~ 

The club recently received a letter from the Registrar 
of Corporate Affairs stating that for the last three 
years we had not fUlf1lled the requirements of 
incorporation - namely, that a public officer be 
appointed; that he declare his good intent; and that he 
forward a copy of the constitution and audited statements 
for the last few years. To top it all off, the Registrar 
hit us with ,late fines totalling $50. Older members of 
the club (or should I say "learned" members) insist 
that most of the reqUirements were oomplied with. There 
must be some crossed communications or mixed-up files 
somewhere, though I seriously doubt if we'll convinoe 
the bureaucracy of this. Peter Ours ley , after a 
prolonged silence I thought would never end, valiantly 
accepted the position of Public Officer and is currently 
arming himself with facts and figures to go and do 
battle with the Department (he l s quite a capable 'and 
enterprising young fellow, is our young Peter). 

All this part of the crisis was accepted with sleepy 
nods by the committee 'Which were instantly turned into 
anguished cries of "action! action!" 'When it was 
discovered that committee members could be liable for a 
fine of forty dollars for not submitting an audited 
statement for ,the financial year (don't worry, our 
auditor assures us that they went in and I think that 
he hes copies). :' , " 

I suppose that $50 is not too much ,to keep our ' incorporation 
going seeing ' that NSWHGA was talking about ,$1000 legal 
expenses. However, there has been some discassion, as to 
the value of incorporation seeing that we are all covered 
by TAHGA insuranoe. We think that it might be valuable 
if the club were running a competition in 'Which something 
went vrong and -the club as the organizing body were 
sued. or, alternatively, if an uninsured person used a 
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club site and did some damage. , Might not the olub be held 
responsible if that person abscon~ed or ,was unable to"pay 
damages? Incorporation then means -that the club can only 
be sued for the total amount ot , i tsassets. ; , 

Ii' any~~ tlo~t there," has any -Vi~, on the' subject _va 
would be pleased , to hear from you. , 

, -.. . ' -'i ' ." . ,- # _ .. • . ': 

It has 'been ',teit ,~ver-thelast 'rew 'monthS '" th8.t ' the 'Cltib ' 
embiem 'could do W1th 'abit of a're-vamp and a ~ev ' p8ople . 
have been putting.in ;quite a fev 'hours at the, draWing . 
bo~ (Tim Wel?b, Peter Oursle,- and JohnHaymanl. This 
at ti tude has , been some~t J;~1nf"o1.'Ced ,by the scruffy _ . 
appearance of our l~tterhea.d ~ "Jihe -~t ~Sg~ailor. _ Peter 
and Tim's , efforts ..aeem to have won :most support; ,hovever, 
a nUJ!lber of people' are going, tc?seek -f:J0meinspiration , 

,_over ~h~ _ nextmonth 't9 see what they c~ come up \lith. " , 

Incidently, one of the -designs ' that ' 'J ohn sUbnd tted -vill. . -
look excellent on a T-shirt. I'll provide Jo~ . with the" ' 
silk soreen and ink and we should be able to , set aside one 
night soqn , t~ prlnt a few shirts as vell as partake in ' a 
quiet ale or two. ' 

I must echo the sentiments of 'the , many ciub memberS who ' 
attended John's house-warming -an excelle~t ~ r;lho~ f4D.4 " 
comp~1ments to , the chie~ cook!,~ " ' , '" ~ , ~ ,. 

The problem of taking minutes at general. meetings .!hEis :been 
solved, I hope, through -the appointment ot"a minute ' , 
secretary. ,Bob :Watkin, ' a "new member, has graciously"(iD the 
absence of volunteers ' from 'elsewhere) volunteered to look 
after :the minutes fo~ ~ ~~le. " ' 

I'm still -reeling from 'the shock! Jeff 'informed members 
tha~ TARa! rates for next year vere gOing to be reduCqd 
from the amount 'previously "set ,at 'the TARGA federal 
oonvention.~erion top -of,al,l that I ,read ,that the Nm-fA 
is giving me a 5% reduction .'onmy car and bouse 'insurance. 
~be kite winufacturers would like ,to tollow in 'the ''Path 
of these tvo austere bodies and reduoe the price of their 
new designs (I was only kidding - you don't have to prove 
that you, need to eat just like the rest of us!).' , 
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Our committee was at once 'swpt vith enthusiasm £or 
reducing our extravagant club fee of 17. 50. Afte~ hours 
of hot debate it was decided that the reduction of 
50c, or even a ~remedousI1, across 40 members wouid 
not really be worth the effort. What's $7.50 in a world 
where kites are creep1.ng · into the '$Boo-mo bracket. 

Jeff., our TAHGA co-ordinator, has prepared a report 
oonoerirlng ' our use of Giralang Hill -as '- a -:trtdn1ng site. 
Apparently the AOT Electrioity Authority is _quite - _ 
conoerned about the proximity of the 132,000 volt 
power lines. They complained _ to TAHGA ·· directly who have 
now requested a report from us. It just .goes to show 
how well' known our club is in Oanberra, --or perchance. ' 
is it again .that Oanberran habit _of "channels" and red 
tape that prevented a direct -approach to us or ~ club 
member on the ' site. I hope that all this is not placing our 
only NW-W training site in jeopa.rdy. 

The Treasurer ' got cracking ·'last meet11lg and did a few 
sums and figured out that w ' bave approximately ' $404 1i1 
the bank - give or take a few cents {or dollars?). 

Reminder to all club members. If you see 8ny new people 
using our sites just check up and see U they are olub 
members. If not, they should be reminded that they are 
breaking the law and politely asked to leave the -site. I 
realize that some people are holding back so that they 
don't have to pay two lote of fees. Joining ,in the last 
quarter of the year is a financial disaster! InqU:irles 
are being made as regards pro-rata membership. 

The owner of One Tree Hill, Mr Bolton, 'has ask8d that ' 
anyone using this site check with him before entering 
the property (or leave -a note at his front door U he 
is not there). Apparently, a few people have been helping 
themselves recently and he is worried about his ~heep 
being spooked by aerial. apparitions. He doesn't mind us 
flying there as long as we check with him first. 

SOCIAL ROONoop 

- Richard looks like having a new addition to the 
household -' he sold his old kite (oops! Sorry Judy!) 
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another little baby will 800n be making its presence 
1'el t. 
- Mark ien' t going to give up on his new k1 te without a 
terrific fight. 
- Max thinks that we can leave thepUe of 'dirt in front 
of the National Law Courts after all. 
- Greg will be doing lots of flying in his new garage 
this summer. 

OVERHEARD AT THE MEETING 

"I've had a special stripe put on mine. n 
"Dragonflies do fly - just ask Bill Moyes." 
"I have this beaut Nimbus for sale with only a few minor 
dents." 
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ICARUS V: 
ExpenienQe and Ob~ehvation4 
by - Doug Kl~~en w~tten IN 1975 ••••••• 

Thehe v., UWe doubt that the I QaJtM V v., the but 
61ying hang glideh duigned to date. It'~ peh60kmanQe 
v., unequaled by any otheh glideh 61ying today. It 6liu 
~o well that T~ In. told me neQently that no one 
w~ 61ying the V even uo~e to it' ~ li~. It doun' t 
~ eem po~~ible that the ~ame glideh Qan have a ~tall 
~peed 06 16 mph and a maximum 61ying ~peed 06 60 plM 
mph. But the IQaJtM V pen60ntM the wlz with e~e. 
The IQaJtM V v., the only gliden Qapable 06 bnealzing 
neQon~ on almo~t any good 61ying day and you Qan be ~une 
that be60ne the ~houting v., oven the IQaJtM V will 
~ et new wonld dj.J.danQe and altitude gain neQon~. 

So thehe it ~W, the ~upen Mying maQMne. The 
"enevitable duign" to Me T~' own won~. And whene 
dou that leave you, the new enthMi~t on nogallo 
pilot neady to move up? I~ the IQaJtM V beyond you; 
"too hot" 06 a ~MP, too di66iQult to My? Not at all. 

When we ~taJtted the I QaJtM pno j eQt I w~ a bit 
in awe 06 the V. Today, I ~till am, but 60n a 
di66enent ne~on. I w~ ~une that a Qompetant nogallo 
pilot Qould leaJtn to 61y the V but w~ QonQenned about 
the lu~ expenienQed on lu~ talented people into 
who~e han~ the V will enevUably 6all. Would they be 
able to handle it on would we have a ~h 06 aQudertU 
nUulUng 6nom too mUQh gliden in the han~ on too little 
pilot? B~ ed on my expenienQu in 61ying the V and 
watQMng otheM (beginneM and expenu ililzel maize thein 
maiden 6lighu I am QonvinQed that 6ew pnoblem~ will 
nuult. Thene will be ~ome ~hap~. I'd be blue ~Izy 
dnea.mi.ng i6 I ~aid the V w~ ~ e~ y to My ~ a nogallo. 
The amazing rung v., that in nOJUnai win~ the gliden 
v., neatly only ~ughtly mane di66iQult to My than a 
Qonventional flUe. 

When, a6ten mont~ 06 manu6aQt~ng pnepaJtation4 
and matenial pnoQunement, the 6iMt IQaltM V w~ 
Qompleted, I immediately adjounned to a ~mall hill 
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in the ThoU6and Oak.6 Mea 60ft W maiden M-<-ght.6. The 
pilou M-ying that day Jta.nged in .6fUU 6ftom expeJtt to 
aveJta.ge. Some with 6ixed wing expeJtien~e and .6ome with 
only ftogallo time. The da.y Wa..6 .6mooth - .6teady 8-10mph 
bfteeze blowing .6tJtMght up the hill. A6teJt a..6.6embly, 
the glideJt Wa..6 ~o.Jt.Jr.,(ed to the top 06 the 35' knoll and 
given a Mnal pftenlight ~he~k out. Inudentally, the V 
if., not cU6M~ult to a..6.6emble. Two people ~an have it 
togetheft in 15 minute.6 with a littie pJta.c;U~e. 

Bung the fte.6ident I ~aJtU6 expeJtt, T Ma..6 Wa..6 eleued 
to make the initial 6light. Additionally, we wanted 
to .6ee it 61y well at lea..6t on~e be60fte we "amatueM" 
began 610undeJting down the hill. PiQking the glideJt up 
all by him.6 el6 (no ea..6 y ta..6 k) T aJta..6 6aQed it into the 
wind, took a new qui~k .6tep.6 and Wa..6 liMed into the 
aift. He puUed up hi.6 6eet, moved hi.6 wught 60JtWMd 
an in~h oft .60, and whizzed 06n down the hill and 6aJt 
out into the lancUng Mea. We weJte elated. MontM on 
planMng and en60Jtt weJte .6uddenly ftepaid in one .6wint 
6light. Eveftyone who ha..6 eveft .6een the IQaJtU6 V 61y ha..6 
been .6peU bound by W inMecUble gJta.~e6ul 6light and 
even thi.6 bJtien hop on6 a 35nt. knoll had .6ilenQed the 
a..6.6embled .6peuatoM with the IQaJtU6 magi~. 

SeveJtal on U6 Mn down to Qa.JtJty the wing baQk up 
the hill and get TaJta..6' opiMon on the glideJt we had 
woftked on 60ft .60 long. "Sufte doe.6 nly quieteft than 
mine" Wa..6 hi.6 6illt Qomment. My queJty on "any pftoblem.6" 
fteQuved only a "no", "it Mew Mne". Thftee 06 u..6 
gftabbed the glideJt and hu.JtJtied ba~k up the hill. It 
would be my tuftn next. 

I had 610wn the I Qa.JtU6 a thoU6and time.6 in my mind 
and made many nlight.6 with TaJta..6' glideft .6itting on 
blo~k.6 baQk at the .6hop. In the ught montM pfteQeecUng 
thi.6 Utile adventufte I had ate, .61ept, bfteathed and 
lived I~MU6 V. TaJta..6 had aYl.6weJted untold numbeM on 
"what'.6 it like?" and "how do you ••• ?" qUe.6tiOYl.6. At 
la..6t I would Mnd out 60ft my.6 eln. 

Ba~k on top on the hill I .6lipped undeJt the hang 
Qage while two helpeM held the glideJt. On~e in 
pO.6ilion they let go and leM me .6ta.ncUng thefte, with 



TaJLal> in nJtont on the gudeJt onnwng .6ugge.-6tiOn.6 and 
.6ome a..6.6i.6tanee wheneveJt a wing would dJtqp dow~ too na.Jt 
noJt me to u ·6t a baek up. The bu.tieJ(.n4e.-6 wrueh had 
been doing wing oveJt.6 in my .6tomaeh fuappea.Jted a..6 I 
.6tJtu.ggled wah the V'.6 72lb wught and 32' wing .6pan. 
The 18" wind hang eage pJtovide.-6 no Jteal leve!ta.ge noJt 
balanung the Ma6t .60 you mu..6t keep the gudeJt into 
the wind and affow the dihedJta.f and JtuddeJt.6 to balanee 
a. Bead6 on peJt.6peJta.t.{.on began noJtming on my nOJtehead 
and I .6ilentiy wi.6hed we had u..6ed ughteJt waff tubi'ng 
in building the V. 

"Why don't you .6tand theJte a while and get a good 
neil noJt bafanung the (,IJ,[ng" TaJta..6 told me. "R<.ght, 
T aJLal>"! What eveJt you .6ay. hnaffy, anteJt wliat 
.6eemed a week he told me to begin walking .6lowly down 
the hill .60 I eouid get a neel noJt the way tlie wing 
u6t.6. I .6ta.Jtted down the bl.eUne .6lowly but the mom
entum on the moving gu"deJt got me going na..6teJt un;t.i.t 
nea.Jt the bottom on the hill I .6udden£.y nound my.6eln 
tJteading a.iJt. "1 ' m Mying". But ()J,[;thin a new 
.6 eeo nd6 my neet weJte baek on the gJtound and I .6et 
the gudeJt down ••• a.wkwa.Jtdfy. It wa..6n't mueh that nillt 
nught. I had gJtound .6kimmed peJthap.6 30 oJt 40 6eet. 
But mOJte impoJtta.ntiy, I hadn't 6a.ffen down and the 
gudeJt hadn't done anything unexpeetedfy. 

Baek up the hill, eateh my bJteath and tJty a 
agMn. The.6 eond time a.Jtound WM ineJtedible. FOM oJt 
nive .6tep.6 and the Iea.Jtu..6 pieked me up a..6 in I weJte 
a neatheJt. Some quiek movemenU noJt and a6t 
immediately e.-6tabfi.6hed that the paeh eontJtol Wa..6 
veJty .6en.6.{.Uve Jtequ.iJt.{.ng only 4-5 inehe.-6 at movement. 
An impoJtta.nt thing to keep in mind about the paeh 
eontMl i.6 that while it i.6 veJty quiek what you a.Jte 
aetu.a.Uy doing when you .6hi..6t YOM wught nOflJAJa.Jtd i.6 
.6 peeding the gudeJt up notieeably and lowwng the 
gude Jta.;t.{.o to pJtobably 7 oJt 8 to 1. Thi.6 meano that 
even in a .6haffow dive the Iea.Jtu..6 V i.6 guding betteJt 
than the be.-6t hybJtid JtOgaUO.6 at thw maximum LID! 
Anyway, baek to the nught. Onee the gudeJt e.otabwhed 
a'.6 Mying attitude I .6imply hung theJte by my aJl.m6 
enjoying the nught. The .6maff eont.{.nu.a.f eoJtJteetion.6 
that afway.6 .6eem neee.-6.6a.Jty when 6lyinQ a Jtogaffo 39 



welte unnec.v.,f.,MY wah the I c.MM. And the f.,ound! 
I'd nlown monoplanv., like the Qu.ic.kS~ve~ be60~e and had 
been imp~eMed wah the quiet humming 06 the WUtv., but 
a had been nothing like thi-6! The c.lean hi-6f., on W pMt 
the wing f., eemed to f.,ay "he~e if.! a glidelt you c.an have 
c.onMdenc.e in." Indeed, I ne.U M i6 I c.ould do anything 
wah the IC.Mu.-6. A f.,light dJr.i6t to the ~ght WM eM~y 
c.oMec.ted wah a touc.h on leM ~uddelt. The inheltent 
f.,tab~y f.,eemed too limtilv.,f., and the glidelt ~v.,ponded 
to even the f.,mai.1.v.,t pu66f., on Pint. 

All too Aoon the g~ound c.ame up, my 6eet touc.hed 
down and I ~n to a f.,top. I f.,et the glidelt down and f.,tood 
thelte g~nMng n~om eM to eM. The landing had taken no 
f.,pec.ial enno~, onty a little mo~e ~unMng than you 
no~aliy do wah a ~ogai.1.o. Subf.,equent 6lighU ~evealed 
the f., mae thing; The I C.Mu.-6 WM not din Mc.u.lt to land M 
~u.mo~ had a, but a dov., have to land M ~ec.tiy into 
the wind M pof.,f.,ible. Af-6o, bec.au.-6e 06 the long nW 
glide ~o a if.! nec.v.,f.,MY to plan YOM landing app~oac.h. 
You c.an' t ju.-6t f.,top and MOP a in like a We. My 
moment on glo~y WM f.,ho~ lived, howeve~, f.,inc.e the oth~ 
welte c.homping at the ba awading th~ tMn at the nlying. 
The I C.Mu.-6 WM hu.-6tled bac.k up the g~f., y f.,lope and 
Bob Mac.Cannelty f.,lipped into the hand c.age nO~ hi-6 nwt 
e6no~. Bob'f., nlight WM a c.Mbon c.opy on mine. An eMY 
launc.h, a long glide 6M out into the Meld, and an eMY 
landing. On hif.! f.,ec.ond 6light ~ght antelt a take 066 into 
a wind whic.h had inMeMed to a f.,teady lZmph, Bob C.Mu.ai.1.y 
f.,wung hi-6 6 ee.t up and uc.ked bac.k like T aJLM • TheJteantelt 
the patteltn WM to make one nlight nee.t down to v.,tabfuh 
yo~el6 wah the nlying and on nollowing 6lighU tn nly 
with the ' landing geaJi' ~etMc.ted. 

The 6ly~ng c.ontinued ali anteltnoon with nlight antelt 
eMy nlight. The onty mi-6hap oc.c.Med when one p~ot 
attempted to tMn the glideJt by wught f.,hi6;t a6;teJt 
landing f.,lightly c.~oMwind. One ~uddelt dug in yawing the 
wing Mound and c.au.-6ing the f.,tumbling p~ot to be depMaed 
~heJt unc.e~e.movUou.-6ly in the g~f.,. The I C.Mu.-6 tipped 
up on a' f., nOf.,e and f.,u.-6tained onty a f.,lightly damaged 
n~ont downtube on the hangc.age. The downtubv., have f.,inc.e 
been f.,~engthened in the I c.aJLM V kiU. The i~epid 
aeJtonaught f.,Mtained a f.,lightly c.ut MngeJt and pMnged ego. 
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Rep~ we~e made to gtide~ and pilot alike and the 
6lying c.ontinued until we lac.ked -6u6Mc.1eM -6uength 
to c.~y the I c.Mu.-6 bac.k up the hill. 

So that WM a. A day 06 61ying the IC.Mu.-6 V. 
Like I -6Md at the -6tMt thM lillie diM~on, 
I'm un-6Me 06 the gtid~. Rath~ bec.au.-6e the mo~e 
I 61ew it and -6aw a 6lown the mo~e the g~eat 
c.apab~e-6 and -6up~b A..nh~ent -6tab~y bec.ame 
obvA..ou.-6. It -6eem-6 unable to do anything -6pooky. 
No ~dA..c.al -6ide -6tippA..ng •• No tendanc.y to -6tall unle-6-6 
made to do -60. Nothing but beau.li6u.l 6tight with 
rrU.nimUJn etl-6o~. In ~ec.ent 6ught te-6U TMM hM 
put the V A..n ~adA..c.al no-6e up -6~ and neM 
V~c.al dA..Ve-6 alway-6 wah the -6ame Jte-6u.lt. 
ImmedA..ate and pO-6A..tive ~ec.ove~y A..nc.ldu.A..ng ~ec.ov~y 
6~om -6~ in the rrU.ddle 06 tMn-6. 

I'm not an engine~ o~ de-6A..gned -60 I c.an' t 
explMn why the I c.Mu.-6 V 6ue-6 M 6aMMtic.aUy M 
a dOe-6 even though TMM hM ~ed to expfMn a 
to me. I'm jU6t a pilot, uke mO-6t hang gtid~ 
pA..£.ou, c.on-6equently the engA..ne~ng te~ kA..nd 06 
-6ude by. I'm only c.onc.~ned wah the ac.tu.al 6lyA..ng. 
So, what dOe-6 aU thA..-6 boA..£. down to, you Mk? I 
066e~ an opiMon bMed on ex.p~enc.e and ob-6~vation: 

The I C.Mu.-6 V i-6 the be-6t ~-tight c.u.JtJtenily 
61yA..ng. It'-6 -6tabilily and eMe 06 c.o~ol put 
a weU within the g~ p 06 mO-6t hang gud~ pilau. 
The c.atc.h i-6 that the I c.Mu.-6 pilot mu.-6t be a thinking 
pilot wA..lUng to ~ealize hM peMonai urru:.tatiOn-6 and 
not exc.eed them. FtighU mu.-6t be planned c.Me6ully 
and wind c.ondA..t{on-6 gA..ven muc.h mo~e c.on-6A..d~on 
than when Mying a We. Launc.hing the V A..n gu.-6ting 
wind6 c.a.n be fuMte~Ou.-6. 

The V uke the ~ogaUo, i-6 eMY to My but leMMng 
to 61y a well take-6 time. PeMap-6 it bec.ome-6 a 
qUe-6tion 06 ego. A qUe-6tion 0 6 wheth~ o~ not 
you M a pilot Me w~ng to take the time to go 
bac.k to a bunny hill and mMt~ a whole new 6ac.et 06 
hang gtidA..ng. 
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I6 you ahe, ~he ICahU6 V can be a whot~ n~ 6ac~ 
06 hang gliding. 16 you ah~, ~h~ ICahU6 V can b~ yo~ 
k~y ~o a dim~YlJ.Jion a 6 hang gliding wilh limiltU-6 
pO-6-6ib~u. E660kttu-6 -6oahing wh~n o~h~~ can only 
glid~ down ~h~ hilt. 1Udg~ -6oahing in wimi6 06 M .t-Lt--U~ M 
5 mph. CfLOM cou~y ~h~Jtmal 6lig~. AU wilhin 
~h~ gfLMP 06 ~~ ICahU6 V 6ty~. P~hap-6 a good yaJtd -6uck 
~o m~M~~ YOM ab~y ~o g~~ along w~ wilh ~h~ V i-6 
~w: I6 you tov~ 6tying mOfL~ ~han any~hing, tak~ YOM 
6tying -6~oU6ty and giv~ il 100% conc~~on, you will 
hav~ no tJtoubt~ 6tying th~ ICaJtU6. You don't hav~ to 
b~ an ~xc~puonal pilot. You only hav~ to b~ w~ng 
to mak~ a pO-6iUv~ commilm~nt to 6tying wilh fL~at 
iM~llig~nc~. --
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1. Minutes of thl last meeting re ~ d. 

2. Corre::;pontlance: Height Clearances for a)Rocld. :-lgiuw 
(<l.fp';c"·t,,,, f.,.r) b) Hillm·J-l Farm 

Treasurers Report: 
Payments-

Receipts-

Pres8nt.-

Ar'f'.-c",~l ~c) Janpc. tch 

:$ 5.'16 
25.68 
30.00 

.$10.00 
4;;.50 

Sur,day Times advert. 
Post5ge for Skysailor 
Petty Cash auvance 

5ale ~f Belly-band 
T-.ihirts 

~37.12 Petty Cash 
12.48. Cheque Account 

704.67 P.B.S. 
754.27 

4. T.A.H.G.A. Report: No report. 

5000 
10000 

20JO 

5. Computor list of members anu there ratings has been sent to 
the club. All members are askeu to chtck the list to see 
thdt it is correct. Those without ratings have already been 
told. 

6. New T-shirts (2nd design) sho~n to those present. ~3.50 each. 

7. Safety Officers Report: the incid.ents involving a)Kike Tho;'n 
at Leighton, and ~)Ray Chatfield at Mosmans were discussed. 

8. A reminder was given of the towing competition to be held at 
the Narrows -Saturday 

-before Christmas 

9. National Competition:- Fees, Insur<JIlce, W.S.A.W.A.; date and 
number of people able to enter. 

10. Skysailcrs hav~ been sent cut but there were 12 short. ~ore 
articles are needed from the merr.tlers to make a W.A. contribution. 

11. Members discussed the recent trips to A1&~NY and G~RALDTON. 

12. Strong disagreement about Naticnal Parks again. The ~uide 
lines were pointed out <Tl d aSrl:ed anyone who ;,'C!rl te-i to fly 
such sites to put in a submission to National Parks. 

13. A suggestion was put that the club invite people who· tr1ink 

14. 

15. 

of us mainly as a disturbance(or something of the kind) and 
farmers to the meetings, to try to ccnvince them that we are a 
reliable <IIi responsible club. 

Denis Gilbert is drafting a letter, for flying sites, to 
ministers and local member:;, etc. 

Ray Chatfield asked once again about an .inland towing compo 
No plans were made. 

Meeting closed 9.30PM. 



.~.~. 3fnc. 
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S. A. H. G. A. STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS : 

The 1979 S. A. H. G. A. State Championships whic~ wer e scheduled 
for the October long weekend wer e postponed for 3 weeks 
due to unflyable weather . The results of the State 
Championships held on the week end of 27th - 28th October 

FIRST 
SECOND 
THIRD 
FOURTH 
EQUAL 
FIFTH 

Jerome Pilkington 
Phil Flentje 
Steve Blenkinsop 
Paul Cleland 

Rob Davis Keith Stirling 

The Novice State Championships were cancelled due to bad 
weather and because the r e was insufficient time to hold 
them before our presentation night , it was decided not 
to hold them this year . 
Money will be refunded to all those who entered and 
did not fly . 

Overall I feel that the competition ran quite smoothly 
and this can be attributed to the help of both pilots , 
competition committee and others. 

My thanks to all those who helped in the running of the 
competition, especially to Bill Temby. 

If anyone has any comments to make about the competition 
both past and future I would like to hear from them. 

See you all at the Comps. next year! 

Graham Pfeiffer. 
Comps . Director '79. 

« 
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MINUTES OF S.A.H.G.A. S. O. 's MEETING 16/1 0/ 79 

Present Bill Temby (Chair) Lee Miller, C.R.Stott 

Apologies: W.Thorneywork, J.Pilkington. 

The meeting opened at 8.00p.m. 

1. C.R.Stott and P.Riches were accepted as S.O's 
Larry Jones and Alan were voted in - subject to their 
acceptance. M.Richardson provisionally accepted -
subject to discussion with him. 

2. Rob Brown Trophy: Rob Davis was the only nomination 
received this year. Moved B.Temby Sec. L.Miller C/d. 

3. No further information regarding coast run Jarvis to 
Rapid Bay. K. Stancliffe to be approached regarding 
2 x windsox. 

4. Seaford and Schnapper Rocks - see mot ions - moved 
B.Temby Sec. L.Miller Both Carried. 

5. Enquiry into H2 Pilot flying Schnapper Rocks (H4 ) 
Pilot was named a s Roy Dav i es (Tasman i a ) pr oceeding. 

6. The holding of examination nights were discussed and 
the decision was to let pilots seek-out S.O. 's and arrange 
privately to be tested. 

Closed approximately 10.15p.rn. 

4 MOTION 
"That single 360 manoeuvres be pennitted at Seaford and 
Schnapper Rocks with the following provisions; There shall 
be no people or person not associated with the days 
flying directly below or behind not within 100 metres of 
other people. (A.N.O. 95 .8 t~.4e)" 

MaI'ION 

"That top landings be pennitted at Seaford in that area 
situated 100 ft. North of the change sheds provided that 
a.) that no other spectators are in the area, it I s 
approaches or its over-shoot area. b.) the area behind 
the fence is kept clear of public and their vehicles etc. 
for a distance of 12 ft. rnin:inurn. c. ) that no other 
glider is in the space in front of the fence. d.) that 

48 lIDless taking off again :i.nmediately, your glider nust be 
inmediatel y moved behind the fence. e. ) top landings 
nust not be attanpted in high winds. 



Dear Editor, 

Just a note, thanking all the competitors and organisers 
of the State Camps. (October 6,7,8th) for a really 
enjoyable weekend - even thoogh we didn't get IIUch flying 
in and the cCII1ps. had to be cancelled. Every body was 
really friendly, a great bunch, and a credit to S.A.H.G.A. 
Special thanks to Graham Pfeiffer and Bill Temby mo 
obvioosly put a great deal of work and effort into the 
organisation of the (non event). 

I just hope they got the canps. rolling at a later date. 

Thanks again see you all at the 1980 State Canps. 

Paul Kelly. 

P. S . Anyone heading over this way Xmas time jus t drop me 
a line. 

P.O. Box 158, 
Margaret River, 6285. 

1980 S .A.H.G.A. MEMBERSHIP 
The fee for 1980 for full inembers is $ .00. This annmt 
was set at the Executive meeting on 9.10.79 

Social Membership is available for non-fli ers mo are 
active in the club. T .A.H.G.A. has been approached for a 
cost of subscriptions only to Skysailor so that social 
members can receive one magazine as part of their 
membership fee. 

Tentative fee $10.00 annually. Fees need to be collected 
by 1.1.80 to make you eligible to vote at the 1980 A.G.M. 
and for continuity of insurance. See Sara at General or 
Executive neetings or phone 08 31 3016 or 08 272 8844· for 
a membership fonn, or write to S.A.H.G.A. P.O. Box 163, 
Goodwood, 5034. 49 
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INTERESTED ENQUIRIES: Here are some questions 
a potential new memher asked me. Can you 
answer them? 

I have a great desire for free flight, (and also Aviation 
in general), and as such could you help me with the 
following questions? 

1. Do I need a licence or permit before, or after train
ing as a hang glider pilot? 

2. I wear glasses to aid my vision, is this such a handi
cap as to exclude me from participating in hang gliding? 

3. Am I able to have an initial trial flight or must I 
undertake a full course of training? 

4. Would I need to have particularly strong arms? 

5. I have had little experience up in the air, only as a 
passenger in a small piper aircraft, and a 727 commercial 
flight. 

6. Am I permitted to view hang gliding pilots in flight? 
If so where and when would this be possible? 

At this years Royal Adelaide Show, I viewed a "Jaguar 188" 
hang glider on display, and was told it would cost $850, and 
weighs 80 lb. Are all hang gliders this expensive? I 
would appreciate relevant information on hang gliding, and 
initially would be pleased to be able to attend as a 
spectator. 



V.H.G.A. 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Dear Editor, 

This letter is to express my regret that 'Flypaper' 
continues to be published as a seperate publication to 
'Skysailor'. Both magazines are only shadows of what 
they once were, and it seems to me that the VHGA would 
be doing itself, and hence its members, a great favour 
if they were to publish all articles, adverts, news, 
bull •••• etc. in 'Skysailor'. as the South Australians 
do with 'Icarus'. One healthy magazine, published 
regularly and distributed nationally will help hang 
gliding as a sport to grow in a sensible and safe 
direction through education of all pilots. 

Other pilots would benefit; - Interstate flyers 
would learn more about what is required at our sites 
in the way of ratings, contacting property owners, etc. 

As 'Skysailor' is published 
once a month, news is current. 

Member advertisements will 
be read nationally. 

I do not wish to make the present Editor redundant. 
Nor to criticize him or his predecessors as they all 
rely on members contributions, but only to point out 
that the VHGA printing equipment could be reserved for 
printing competition sheets etc., and " 'Fl~paper' be 
incorporated in our National Magazine, and all will 
benefit. Perhaps the funds saved could buy a barrel 
for Christmas. 

Thanks. Bernie Beer. 

Ed. Note from Wes Hill: Anyone who feels that their 
article should not be printed in 'Flypaper' may send it 
direct to ·Skysailoi'. " Howe~er, ~ost of - ~hat is printed 
in 'Flypaper' is sent to Skysailor, it will be printed 
three weeks earlier in 'Flyparer' - ;-;;:;i12 of the old new s 
blues. 
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IS IT SAFE: 

Now that winter has 
and you've dug your 
give your rigging a 
thimbles and bolts. 

gone, the southerlies are blowing 
glider out for the coming season, 
good going over - i.e. swages, 

Some may have got a bit coroded, 
so replace if necessary. 

I have seen some pretty awful rigging, down the coast, 
already this season. So, if you want a good, safe, 
long flight without falling apart, check your rigging. 

Hang in there 
Phil Gore • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
MISTAKEN IDENTITY?????? 

Would the person who accidently took my 
Hustler A frame and left his own worn and bent one at 
Flinders on Cup Day please return it to: Lothar Witt, 
5/32 Holloway st., ORMOND. VIC. PH Melb.561-3555 Bus.Hr • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
EXTRACT FROM A G.M.H. NEWSLETTER 

The Albatros Hang Gliding Club, formed in 1976 by a 
group of 10 GM employees of the Arica assembly pIal 
in Northern Chile, has won the 1979 individual and t, am 
championships of Chile. Among its members is the 
only woman glider pilot in South America, the daughter 
of MG's Chile's Plant Manager. In the summer of 1980 
the team will compete in a championship event to ~ake 
place in Arica which will involve competitors from 
Europe, Nrth. & 5th. America • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 



FLINDERS RAMP - DESCRIPTION OF AN ACCIDENT 

Date - 6/11/79 
Pilot - Phil Gore (Hang 2) 
Light wind, 10 knots or less 
Ki te - Javelin I 
Took off, stepped into pronE. Turned right, pushed bar 
out too far. Stalled. Right wind dropped (tip stalled). 
Pulled bar in and then pushed out hard and snapped round 
in a 360 degrre turn (about 20ft diameter). Stalled again, 
and mushed into hill about 20ft from top on right side 
of take-off. 
Damage - Broken keel, bent A frame, bruised left side ribs, 
bruised left leg • . . . . . . . . .. . . . ,. ................................................ . 
FLINDERS - DESCRIPTION OF AN ACCIDENT 

Date - 6/11/79 
Pilot - Ewen Fagan 
Kite - EF5 - 12m 
Launching from top of steps. One wire man held on when 
he should have let go • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
FLINDERS RAMP - DESCRIPTION OF AN ACCIDENT 

Date - 6/11/79 
t - Doug Baker 
- Super I 

ing. Heard noise in upper rigging and felt bump. 
had been hit by radio controlled sailplane, which 

had become wedged in upper rigging. Pilot landed • 

. . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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THE MARKET PLACE - THE PLACE TO ADVERTISE. 

FOR SALE SATURN '77 Model, green and gold. Little 
use, good condition $400. Contact 
Rob Neumann (08) 276-5980. 

FOR SALE - SATURN '4' EXCELLENT INTERMEDIATE KITE 
$350. Contact : Paul Harris on 
(08) 277-7393 or 278-2777 or 31 3016. 

FOR SALE HANG GLIDER - SMALL TWISTER 132 with 
Two Harnesses. Prone & Hang. Safety Checked. 
with Spare Parts. $300 ONO at 27 Cavenagh st., 
Elizabeth Downs. S.A. (Mr. S.J. Hird). 

FOR SALE - MIDI SWALLOWTAIL STINGER - All Blue colour in 
good condition. A high flyer and easy to soar. 
$350 Ring Paul Tanner PH: (02) 35 8148. 

FOR SALE - THIRTY HANG GLIDING MAGAZINES (USHGA) AS NEW 
$20-00 Phone (02) 318 1770. 

FOR SALE - COHEN SKYDART II Looks Great. Flys Great. In 
good condition. 20 months old. $400-00. 
Gavin Bond Ph: Bus (059) 842227 A/H (059) B98217 • 

. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 



INFO. & RA'IES 

SKYSAIlDR is the official journal of the Australian 
Harig Gbding Association, Yklich is a non-profit, member 
controlled organisation, serving li~t weight self
launch aircraft interest and enthus1asts. Subscription 
is by membership only, all requests for application 
should be submitted to your nearest State C-0rdinator 
or to the central office. 

Co.Ord. Editor: 

Ph: (08) 272 8844 

T.A.H.G.A. 

TRISH ARLAND 
c/- S.A.H.G.A. Inc., 
P.O. Box 163, 
Goodwood, S.A. 5034. 

carnrnittee : The Secretary, 
Marsha Leeman, 
Box 4, HolIre Building, 
Sydney University, 
N.S.W. 2006. 

Ph (02) 692 2872 (business) 
(02) 531 1773 (hcm=) 

$10 .00 
Page $20.00 
Inside Cover - ~ Page $11.00 Full $22.00 

Back Chtside Cover -~ Page $12 .00 Full $24.00 

Members ads for gliders - NO CHARGE 
(illnit of 3 lines) 
Members ads for things not associated with hang 
gliding $2.00 each. (lllnit of 3 lines). 

Non-members ads for gliders and other articles $4.00 
(lllnit of 3 lines) - otherwise \ Page rate applies. 
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2ditoltWQ COWlWle~t J c;[)uMy · 
ACT H G A 

---, ...... ~ ~.aty~ bt-~I~ .. 
the satellite had Jong teiscd opera-

tion and )lad . .ba;n ._"~cad" for . lOme . 
fI achieved and years, . tile ,pokcs~ll said. . .. . .. 
lJCf', leadership ' -Pegas'Us Two is orbiting t~e;eirth .at .• 
, factor in tacld- 3S0 kilometres, . between latittldcs r31 .' 
~lems inberited degrees . north and at ,degrqes iOuth. ... 
I . This meant .thaHt would npt :'Plss . 
incipal objective ever anywhere in A,lJStralia south of 
i1ance of a strong about-Coffs Harbour, on .the.northern .. J; Canberr~ . . ". :NSW~CQ.,asi. ~e"'~~F.!n~n. ~i~., t .. ' 

• :f> "i . i .' . ,t. • 
1 ." . .. .... p ... .. -. ... " •• ..1 .. " ..: ...... ~., ' .... ;. / ..... ~ '1- • 

. ~·eekSHang-glider 
···:·~!d~'~~~ .. pilots '~~ ~p·i lay'· 
'Ad!itinistration ·lo ' ....' ..' ,: 

a.":o~dJ~~U~? god_'. aA~l die; 
r- · t. , .. . .. ' , f,.'.!1,(.;o.. '··--~~\·~1r, .~ , 

' .. ny.history", he says . MEtJ~OPRNE::iflang:gIider pi-
(He is not clear wbat.it ·Iots have tugh death -rates ,because 

,what sort of stafr he' will they dev~lop a "god s:omplex", a 
~ve. ~I expect sufficient- doctor has said in Melbourne . 
• be ~pplied to lhe office Dr Ru~lI Gibbs said tbe pilots grew 
functional", be says. to beliave they were indcstrul=tibl~. 
~lIy unsure how long be will "lfbC death rate jncreases .with pra.Co 

lob: 'from the outset, it has tice .and ex~rience", be said. ~:;. " 
,ilcd tbat the director's posi- .' Dr Gibbs is chairman of the preven-
l.bc one ofliniited tenure, and lative-and commuQity medicine com-
as advertised on.the basis that mittee of the Royal Australian College 
.from three to five years. "rYe of Gerier:al Practitioners, ao(fan advisor 
;- adnrtisement at i~ word'" on exercise medicine to the Tasmanian 
II. said ycsterda!. Governmi;ltt. · .: :.'".> .~l .' 

- ' As.a 'aeath-defying '"JlCth1ty;:41ling-
· gli,diplwas compar~b~flO :motO.r 
in~D.t9ipbS said y~t.erda.,.,:-;,~,··' . ! childreii ~ 

, . :,' " --:. 
I alternate Mondays, The. tOpiCS 
;tober 29 - methods of teaching 
• JlS a second .language; NO'iem- . 
! - teaching reading and writing 
L (Englisb as a second language) 
flts; November 26 - usc of .an 
School Authority kit in learning 

Sh in' Aus.tralia. · 

~he '6cuer tbey get, th~ more. they 
· want lodo harder niilDgcuvrcs ;;and ·go . 
· up in.tbe wrong clilllate;~h.e said.~':And 
..that's when they i~ downn_-~:' .. :: .. ';;$ 

'A report by tbe Federal.Department 
of Transpori early this year sbowed tbat 
10 hang-glider pilots '.were killed ~ 
\977. .•. . 
. Ai least four pilots bave been killed 

. since. tben. I . ". ." . ' 

Can j. ~ 
trade 'i~ J" 


